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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students: 

 

Second Quarter 

When students graduate from RHS, they will be able to apply knowledge to develop their passions, stand 

strong in the face of adversity, and make an impact on their world. While in school, students are engaged 

in rigorous lessons, allowing them to delve into content. They connect their learning by analyzing 

universal themes and answering essential questions about what it means to be human, to be 

responsible, to determine what is truth, and to decide who is empowered. They apply these lessons 

to their own lives and the world around them.  

As educators, our responsibility is to cultivate critical 

thinking to prepare students for their next steps. They 

are exposed to speakers who bear witness from 

personal experiences in the Holocaust and speak 

directly about the themes of the perpetrator, victim, 

bystander, and upstander; can collaborate with 

friends in the new recording studio to create works of 

art; participate in global opportunities to better 

understand the world; experience interdisciplinary 

lessons through a recently redesigned curriculum; 

and benefit from enriching workshops that teachers 

attend on interdisciplinary lessons, reflective teacher 

practices, and shared mathematical best practices. 

  

RHS teachers are committed to developing lifelong learners who will contribute positively to our local 

and global communities. A Tradition of Excellence is more than a motto; it is a legacy that is upheld by 

our entire staff and student body.  

 

Safety 
The traffic patterns in the parking lot have improved greatly over the past 

few years. We thank you for your cooperation.  It is advisable to drop your 

child off at an earlier time or on a side street to minimize the traffic.  When 

dropping off, remember to drop your child off on the side closest to the 

school so he/she does not have to cross the street or parking lot traffic. 

Additionally, we ask parents to not make illegal U-turns in the parking lot 

for safety reasons. 
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Guidance 

The guidance department hosts many informative evening events on various topics. In November, a 

Financial Aid Meeting for high school parents was held to help with the application process. Recently, 

over 300 parents attended a Grade 8 Parent Orientation Meeting that explained what parents could expect 

at the high school next year.  A follow-up meeting for special education parents was held to inform them 

of the services provided at RHS. 

 

Discussions between the counselors and students regarding the 2018-2019 scheduling process have 

begun and will continue through February.  The RHS 2018-2019 Program of Studies link is posted on 

the website to assist you in making course selections. 

 

Local scholarship applications were collected in January and recipients will be announced at the Senior 

Awards Ceremony on June 5. 

 

Arts and Activities 

The Ridgewood HS AcaBellas and Maroon Men competed in the International Competition of High 

School A Cappella Mid-Atlantic Quarterfinals. The groups were selected to compete based on a video 

audition. The Maroon Men came in third place overall. The AcaBellas were selected as the Quarterfinals 

Runner-Up and also won awards for Best Choreography (Seniors Catherine Marra and Jacqueline 

Johnson) and Best Vocal Percussion (Senior Eve Scharfenberg). The groups will participate in their 

annual singing gram fundraiser on Valentine's Day. 

 

In November, four students participated in the 2017 New Jersey All-State Orchestra and one senior 

participated in the 2017 New Jersey All-State Jazz Ensemble. Five RHS orchestra students were accepted 

into the NJ Region I High School Honor Orchestra. 

 

Four RHS band members were accepted into the Region I High School Wind Ensemble, while seven 

other student musicians were accepted into the Region I High School Symphonic Band. Additionally, 

fifteen students recently performed as members of the All Bergen County Band which was conducted by 

our very own Mr. Jeffrey Haas, RHS Director of Bands. 

 

In addition, four RHS band members were accepted to the New Jersey All State Bands which will 

perform at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in February.  

 

The Winter Dance Concert featured student dancers in grades 9-12 enrolled in the dance class. Over 

the course of the semester, these students learned choreography in several styles of dance, which 

culminated in them having the opportunity to choreograph and present their own work on stage. 
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New Players students who are traveling to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival this summer have begun 

rehearsals on their production of A Wrinkle in Time.  

 

 

 

The Fine & Applied Arts Department hosted the Thirteenth 

Annual Alumni Art Show in January. This year’s show featured 

works from ten alumni artists in the Learning Commons. 

 

Four AP Studio Art students were awarded Gold Keys (Sophia 

Swanson, Sophie Caswell, Michelle Yuan, Emily Choi) and one 

Honorable Mention (Swathi Kella) at the Scholastic Art Awards 

Regional Competition and will now be considered for recognition at 

the national level of competition. Their artwork will be on display at 

the Montclair Art Museum February 15 through March 25.  

 

 

 

 

Athletics 
The fall sports season concluded with the Maroons completing another successful year. All fall teams 

hosted a dinner to honor the coaches, players, and parents.  Fourteen seniors who signed to play DI 

athletics in college were honored at the November signing day celebration. The Boys Cross Country 

team was named Bergen County Team of the Year and Coach Ryan was named Bergen County Coach 

of the Year.  The Girls Tennis team won their State Sectional Championship. Boys Lacrosse Coach, 

Mike Pounds, was inducted into the NJ Lacrosse Hall of Fame. 

 
 

Currently, the winter sports teams are battling in their respective divisions, with many advancing to the 

playoff rounds.  

 

Save the Dates 
Many evening events are scheduled to provide parents information regarding their child as well as 

showcase many of the students’ talents. The following are highlights of a few upcoming events, that are 

offered: 
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Super Science Saturday Mar. 3 9:00 A.M. RHS 

Senior Fashion Show Mar. 4 12:00 P.M. Teaneck Marriott @Glenpointe  

Maroon & White Mar. 8 3:30 P.M. Learning Commons 

Asian Festival Mar. 10 7:00 P.M. Campus Center 

Jazz Coffee House Mar. 13 7:00 P.M. Campus Center 

College Night Mar. 14 7:00 P.M. Gym 1 

New Players Mar. 22-25 *Varies Little Theater 

College Speaker Series Apr. 4 7:30 P.M. Campus Center 

Maroon & White Apr. 5 3:30 P.M. Learning Commons 

Band Spring Concert Apr. 5 7:30 P.M. WS Pres. Church 

Choir/Orchestra Spring Concert Apr. 18 7:30 P.M. WS Pres. Church 

 

 *Please refer to school calendar on RHS website. 

 

Final Words 

Building relationships is key to being successful at RHS.  We encourage all students to get involved in a 

sport or activity.  Period 9 is an excellent way to meet with teachers after school for extra help or have a 

conversation.   Make sure your child is taking advantage of these golden opportunities. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D.  

Principal 
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